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EDV.rARD  COTTLE,   EMIGRANT. 

Sources: 

The  material  for  this  sketch  was  obtained  mainly  from  two 
books : 

(l)"The  Y/ashington  Ancestry  and  Records  of  the  McClain,  Johnson, 
and  Forty  Other  Colonial  American  Families"  by  Co  A.  Hoppin, 
3  vols.  Privately  Printed.  1932. 

Vol.  Ill,  pages  U37-U57,  has  a  chapter  on  "The  Cottles  of 
-Jlltshire  and  Martha's  Vineyard." 

(2)  "The  History  of  Martha's  Vineyard"  by  Charles  E.  Banks. 
Three  Volumes. 

Vol.  II.  1911.  Annals  of  West  Tisbury  pages  U2-UU.       ^G34^5>Q 
Vol.  III.  192$.  Genealogies,  pages  106-107.  «-»"*U/Qw 

(3)  A  third  book  "Old  Families  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury"  by 
David  Koyt,  1897,  has  a  very  short  sketch  of  "Jci-vard  Cot, tie. 

Edward  Cottle's  life  in  America  was  divided  into  three 
periods:   (1)  16$0-1668,  Salisbury  and  Amc-sbury;  (2)  1666-1630, 
Nantucket  and  Mannamoiett;  (3)  1680-1710,  Martha's  Vineyard. 

Almost  all  the  material  about  the  first  two  periods  is 
taken  from  Hoppin 's  chapter  in  Vol.  III.   His  story  has  considerable 
color  and  imagination,  '•'■'he  material  for  the  Martha's  Vineyard  years 
is  from  Banks,   ^anks  gives  facts  but  little  atmosphere.  That  is 
why  the  story  of  the  Martha's  Vineyard  years,  which  is  much  more 
important  to  us,  his  descendants,  is  brief  and  factual. 


The  first  Cottle  of  record  to  come  to  America  was  William 
Cottle  who  was  brought  here  in  "The  Confidence  of  London" — 200  tons — 
in  April  1638.  He  is  listed  as  one  of  four  servants  of  a  certain  John 
Sanders  of  "Lanford"  (Landford),  Wiltshire,  England.  He  was  12  years 
old.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  young  men  to  be  thus  brought  over  to 
America  as  servants  or  apprentices.   (It  is  a  matter  of  interest  that 
on  "The  Confidence"  and  perhaps  another  of  the  four  servants  of  John 
Sanders  was  Roger  Eastman  who  is  a  progenitor  of  my  son-in-law, 
Charles  A.  Barker.  One  of  Roger's  direct  descendants  is  the  Eastman 
of  Kodak  fame. )  After  becoming  of  age  and  completing  his  term  of 
service,  William  Cottle  established  himself  at  Salisbury — named  for 
the  shire  town  of  Y/iltshire — near  the  mouth  of  the  Merrimac  River  in 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  He  later  moved  to  Newbury  and  died 
there  April  30,  1668,  leaving  a  wife  and  children.  He  had  also  built 
up  a  considerable  estate.  We  know  little  more  of  William  and  his 
descendants.  Our  chief  interest  in  him  is  that  he  was  joined  in 
Salisbury  by  the  founder  of  our  branch  of  the  family,  Edward  Cottle, 
in  165>0.  Edward  was  two  years  younger  than  William,  and  was 
therefore  born  about  1628.  We  have  no  definite  knowledge  whether 
the  two  young  men  were  brothers  or  cousins  but  there  seems  to  be 
little  doubt  that  it  was  because  of  William's  coming  to  America,  settling 
in  Salisbury  and  establishing  a  home  there,  that  Edward  Cottle  also 
settled  there.  Apparently  the  parents  of  the  two  boys  had  died  and 
both  boys  had  been  apprenticed  in  England.  William's  master  came  to 
America  in  I638  and  Edward  followed  as  soon  as  he  had  completed 
his  apprenticeship  and  had  become  independent.  Thsse  two  young  men 
had  apparently  lived  in  Wiltshire,  England,  very  likely  in  the  town  of 
Landford  and  became  a  part  of  the  greatest  exodus  of  emigrants  overseas 
from  one  continent  to  another  in  the  written  history  of  the  world  (Hoppin), 
For  20  years  a  stream  of  these  adventurous  emigrants  had  been  flowing 
through  Landford  from  the  shire  town  Salisbury  to  the  great  seaport  of 
Southampton,  whence  so  many  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  America,  ■ 
including  the  Pilgrims  in  1620,  had  embarked.  This  flood  had  swept 
along  John  Sanders  and  his  twelve-year  old  apprentice,  William  Cottle, 
in  I638.  It  was  perfectly  natural  that  Ed.irard  Gottle,  when  he  became 
a  free  agent,  should  have  caught  the  spirit  of  the  time.  He  not  only 
was  a  voung  man  who  wanted  to  "see  the  world"  and  "make  his  fortune", 
but  he  was  also  a  young  Puritan  to  be  led  by  the  religious  motives  that 
had  much  to  do  with  sending  so  many  men  and  families  to  America.  More- 
over he  lived  not  far  from  Longford  Castle,  the  baronial  home  of  the 
Gorges  family.  Sir  Fernando  Gorges,  who  has  been  called  "the  founder 
of  the  English  colonies  in  America",  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  a 
company  that  in  1609  secured  a  grant  in  America  for  the  whole  New 
England  coast  for  fifty  miles  inland. .  This  was  a  commercial  enterprise 
to  colonize  New  England  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  all  young  men  in  the 
neighborhood  were  urged  to  join  the  colonists  and  go  to  America.  Any 
agent  of  the  Gorges  family  would  have  found  young  Edward  Cottle  an  eager 
prospect  to  join  his  kinsman  in  New  England. 

The  Cottles  were  an  old  family  in  England  and  Wiltshire. 
They  came  apparently  from  Normandy  in  France.  The  surname  Cottle 
(Cotel,  Cotele,  Cottell)  is  a  contraction  of  de  Cotel  and  comes  from 
a  small  settlement  or  estate  in  Western  France.  A  famille  de  Cotel 
furnished  a  man  to  go  with  William  the  Conqueror  when  ho  invaded  England 
in  1066  or  to  follow  him  shortly  after  (The  Genealogist,  an  English 
publication  of  1877).  A  Sir  Robert  de  Cotele  came  over  in  1102  with 
Harlewin  who  had  been  at  Caen  and  was  the  new  Abbot  of  Glastonbury. 


Sir  Robert  was  given  the  manor  of  Camerton  in  Somerset  which  had 
previously  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  Glastonbury.  This  manor  descended 
through  at  least  four  generations  of  Coteles.  But  the  principal  residence 
of  the  Coteles  or  Cottells  was  in  Wiltshire  at  Atvrorth  and  the  name  of 
Cotels  Atvrorth  was  given  to  it,  now  known  as  Cottles  near  Melksham. 
The  coat  of  arms  of  the  family  is  stated  by  Aubrey  in  his  "History  of 
Wilts"  and  by  other  historians  to  have  been  or  a  bend  Gules— a  shield 
of  gold  with  a  bend  (diagonal  band  from  the  upperTTght  to  the  lower 
left)  of  red.  This  coat  of  arms  was  displayed' in  several  oarishes, 
churches,  and  manor  houses  in  Wiltshire,  Somerset,  and  Devonshire. 
While  the  grand  manors  and  homes  of  the  Cottles  seem  to  have  passed 
almost  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  family  in  1650,  the  name  is 
of  record  in  several  parishes  in  Wiltshire  in  the  16th,  17th,  and  18th 
centuries.  To  Edward  Cottle,  the  emigrant,  the  departed  elegance  and 
dominions  of  his  forbears  was  merely  a  tale  he  had  heard  told.  His 
father,  of  whom  we  have  no  record  at  all,  was  dead,  he  had  finished 
his  apprenticeship,  he  had  heard  from  the  Gorges  propaganda  of  the 
wonders  of  America,  and  the  Civil  War  had  upset  living  conditions  in 
England.  But  no  doubt  the  deciding  factor  was  that  his  kinsman 
William  had  gone  eleven  or  twelve  years  previously  to  Robert  Gorges 's 
territory  near  the  kerriraac  River  and  had  settled  there.  We  can 
readily  imagine  that  Edward  had  received  favorable  reports  of  the  new 
land  from  William. 

The  first  American  record  of  Edward  Cottle  is  the  birth  of 
hvls  fl1r:s^chi1?'  f**warci,  on  January  17,  1651,  in  Salisbury-,  Massachusets, 
where  William  Cottle  lived.  Of  his  wife,  Judith,  we  know  only  her 
first  name.  There  is  no  record  of  their  marriage  in  Massachusetts,  and 
it  is  possible  that  they  were  married  in  England.  Judith  was  alive  in 
1600  as  the  records  name  her  as  having  charge  of  his  property  in 
Amesbury  when  he  made  a  temporary  trip  to  Nantucket.  There  is  no 
mention  of  her  by  name  later  altho  at'  least  five  children  were  born 
to  him  after  the  family  moved  to  Nantucket  and  there  is  also  mention 
of  »Edward  Cottle's  wife"  at  Mannamoiett.  We  have  no  record  of  Judith's 
death  or  any  second  marriage.  However,  the  record  in  Nantucket  of  the 
deatn  of  a  Dorothy  Cottle  on  October  1,  1681,  has  raised  the  question 
as  to  whether  this  Dorothy  was  a  daughter  or  a  second  wife,  ho  children 
were  bom  alter  this  date.  Hoppin  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  record  of  Dorothy's  death  there  is  no  mention  of  the  parents  as  is 
customary  in  recording  the  deaths  of  children.  He  therefore  reasons 
that  she  was  an  adult  and  more  likely  to  have  been  a  wife  than  a 
daughter,   banks  seems  to  think  that  she  was  a  daughter  and  that 
Juditn  was  his  only  wife.  The  possibility  has  also  been  pointed  out 
that  Dorotny  was  a  recorder's  error  for  Judith. 

o^  +k    Edward  lived  for  eighteen  years  in  Salisbury  and  Amesbury 
a^d  nprLrre-eLentfUl  TarS  f°r  hi*  and  his  family-  Seven  children 
fSI^T  PH-?Jght  W^f  u°rn.t0  him  and  Judith*  <A  statement  of  all  of 
Edward's  children  will  be  given  later.)  His  occupation  seems  to  have 
been  farming  and  we  have  records  of  his  having  acouired  a  good  many 
acres  of  land  and  built  at  least  two  homes.  For  the  first  four  vears 
wtnT n°d  " Jjlistaay  ******   (v«y  likely  near  WillS).  £  llfh 
TtriL^Zr     fit™**  WaS  f°rmed  °n  the  west  sid*  or  the  iomm  River, 
an iS^Jmp!  Lf  TO,^  called-Salisbury  New  Towne",  he  was' 
an  earl/  settler  and  lived  there  until  1668.  The  "New  Town<="  bee  imp 
the  town  of  Amesbury  in  166?.   Edward  Cottle  had  been  nadTa  "Toyman" 
of  Salisbury  on  February  12,  1652,  and  when  an  agreement  was  drawn"  ^on 


the  1st  mo.  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  fewer"  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  "old  towne"  of  Salisbury  and  of  the  "new  towne", 
Edward  Cottle  was  fourth  of  the  twenty  seven  signers  of  this  instrument. 
Another  signer  was  Roger  Eastman  mentioned  before.   It  is  of  interest 
that  Edward  Cottle  is  mentioned  as  one  of  those  who  signed  "by  his 
mark".  Yet  he  was  one  of  the  eighteen  original  founders  of  Ames bury 
and  the  signatures  of  all  eighteen  are  said  to  be  preserved  in  the 
tovm  records.  When  Amesbury  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  as  a  town  in  1666,  Edward  Cottle  appeared 
in  the  grant  as  a  founder,  proprietor,  and  incorporator. 

The  items  about  Edward  Cottle  in  the  records  of  Amesbury  are 
not  very  informative  as  to  the  kind  of  man  he  was  with  two  exceptions. 
In  166U  at  a  general  town  meeting  held  January  U,  seventeen  men"  drew 
lots  for  land  in  the  "great  swamp",   Edward  Cottle  had  three  lots. 
This  meeting,  however,  started  a  controversy  in  which  Edward  Cottle 
was  a  leading  spirit.  The  meeting  had  ordered  that  all  the  "common" 
(undivided)  land  be  distributed  to  the  twenty  six  "commoners"  who  were 
the  proprietors  of  Ames bury.  The  scheme  was  not  satisfactory  to  a 
minority  of  the  proprietors.  Edward  Cottle  and  five  others  entered 
their  "contree  dicent".  These  six  contrary  minded  men  thought  the 
sweeping  distribution  of  land  was  imprudent.  They  did  not  need  the 
land  as  all  had  more  than  they  could  improve.  At  the  next  tovm  meeting 
on  January  18  by  an  adroit  move  of  Edward  Cottle  and  the  other  dissentes 
the  whole  previous  order  was  completely  changed.   "At  ye  same  meeting 
it  was  voted  this  tract  of  land  above  ritting  shall  not  be  disposed  of 
this  twenty  yeare  to  those  men  above  ritting". 

On  May  10,  1658,  several  men  of  ''Salisbury  New  Towne",  of 
whom  Edward  Cottle  was  one,  prepared  and  signed  a  petition  to  the  Great 
and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Gay  Colony  for  the  right  to  have  a 
chur-eh  of  their  own  in  their  new  town.  The  Court  denied  the  petition, 
When  Rev.  Joseph  Peaseley,  regardless  of  this  action,  came  to  the  new 
tovm  to  preach  to  them  in  their  homes,  he  was  sternly  disciplined.  So 
Edward  Cottle's  family  and  the  families  of  has  twenty  five  fellow 
townsmen  were  ordered  to  continue  to  travel  ten  miles  to  church  and 
back  again  each  Sabbath,  summer  and  winter,  and  the  county  court  levied 
a  fine  of  five  shillings  on  each  man  who  failed  to  do  so.  But  in  1665 
the  first  meeting  house  of  Amesbury  was  built.  The  Ames bury  tovm 
records  of  July  9,  1667,  record  a  committee  of  nine  men  viz:  "These 
men  above  ritten  to  appoint  every  man  and  woman  in  the  towen  there 
pertecular  seate  to  set  in  the  metten  house  according  to  their  best 
judgment,  except  these  men  which  the  towne,  themselves,:  have  placed — 
Edward  Cottell  and  Edmund  Elleatt  and  Hen  Blaisdell  is  to  set  in  the 
2  seat  on  the  nor  west  side  of  the  metten  house."  This  means  that 
as  in  all  the  old  colonial  meeting  houses  each  man  was  seated  in  order 
of  precedence  based  on  his  personal  importance  in  the  community. 

As  has  been  stated  before,  after  four  years  in  Salisbury 
village,  Edward  Cottle  had  settled  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
sometimes  called  "Jamaica",  later  "Salisbury  New  Town"  and  finally 
Amesbury.  Two  things  that  greatly  affected  the  life  of  Edward  Cottle 
were  connected  with  this  location.   It  was  west  of  the  Powow,  apparently 
a  branch  of  the  Merrimac,  on  the  bank  of  which  Edward  Cottle's  homestead 
was  located.  The  Powow  River  seems  to  have  been  so  named  because  it 
had  been  for  many  years  the  great  meeting  place  of  the  Indians  along 
the  Sferrimacc  When  the  new  white  settlers  moved  in  the  Indians  were 


pushed  back  out  of  these  lands  which  had  belonged  to  them.   It  was 
of  course,  a  definite  and  inevitable  policy  of "the  white  men  in  their 
settlement  of  America  to  drive  the  Indians  back  out  of  lands  that  were 
aesirable.  Moreover,  in  165U,  the  townsmen  voted  that  nobody  but  one 
white  man,  Robert  Ring,  could  take  fish  from  the  Powow  River.  The 
resentment  against  the  whites  by  the  exclusion  of  the  Morrimac  Indians 

if:7:!?";  iQaVil   °"  Edward  Cottle-  As  statcd  elsewhere  he  had  built 
hio  home  west  of  the  Powow  and  this  home  accidentally  burned.  With 
!n°i^nrf sed  by  ^rtgage  as  told  below,  Edward  rebuilt  his  home.  Then 
.athin  a  year  the  Indians  burned  the  new  house.  Edward  Cottle  tells 
of  this  incident  and  the  action  it  lead  him  to  take  in  his  own  words 
S  iSSS^SSi   mS  in  5  dCCd  ln  171°  near  the  and  of  his  life.-  "I  the 
outh'7 Ztlt   ^  Zht??eds am°ng  °thcr  lands  a  tract  called  the  Lion's 

si  1-nS;  1-n      °f  ^^ and  huilt  a  sufficient  house 

w  Udf  e+±fg  P°sfessed  many  years  which  house  being  providentially 

caSd  SSSS1"  ^  ^  g0°dS'   *  then  bUilt  a  Sina11  house  at  a  £«■ 
F?Sa\  ?    -Vltnin  Sa?e  township  which  being  burned  by  the  Indians 
UoooJ  &  not  being  so  acle  m  estate  as  some  of  my  associates  in  said 
parts  was  necessitated  to  try-  what  success  I  might  have  by  removing  to 
tiC;pSohtnWardly  ???Vf  NeW  Erigland  h°P°inS  the  Eastern  part  J  might  in 
a^in  "  lit*     llCd   faf  thGt  I  rrdght  then  Return  t0  ^  inheritance 
XS'froi  thft      i3"d  imS  u0t  f1  inheritance  but  was  obtained  by 
grant  irom  the  town  and  by  purchase),     - 

a   -,  .    JhUS   Edward  °ottle  was  twice  burned  out  in  a  very  short  time 
and  lost  "his  goods".  He  evidently  had  to  run  into  debt  rather 
seriously  to  secure  money  to  rebuild  his  house  and  later  to  move  his 
SJlrA  JZ   ^med  plenty  of  land  and  raised  money  by  mortgage.  A  deed 
dated  October  5,  1667,  recites  the  mortgage  foriSO  by  Edward  Cottle 
of  Salisbury—new  towne,  planter,  to  Mr.  Richard  Cutt  of  Portsmouth 
of  my  dwelling  house  and  my  house  lot  in  Salisbury  new  towne  with  the 

right  of  commonage  about  eighteen  acres  bounded  by  the  Lerrimac  River 

also  three  or  four  acres  in  Burchen  meadow."  Before  he  finally  moved 
to  Nantucket  he  sold  other  lands-on  April  23,  1663.  two  other  tracts 
ox  land  m  Salisbury  and  Amesbury;  and  on  October  8,  1668,  another 
for' -iftninCr^  °f  UplSnd  for«215  also  100  acres  in  Salisbury;  and 
for*  10 .10,  35  acres;  and  also  on  October  6,  two  acres  of  salt  marsh 
in  oalisoury.  The  record  of  October  3,  1668,  is  the  last  one  showing 
the  presence  of  Edward  Cottle  in  Amesbury.  But  after  he  left  and 
crrStGor^  T V£d  childrf-  nov~d  he  was  hard  pressed  by  some  of  his 
his^if "- JSth   s,^dand  his  property,  left  under  the  control  of 
t^Y*   '  Judlth,  was  attached  out  his  friends  appear  to  have  rallied 

"?editoSPP°It  ll  ^   ??d  +hiS^-ife  and  t0  have  St00d  off  his  i^ortunate 
creditors,  it  is  groatly  to  his  credit  that  later  records  of  his 
transactions  show  that  he  paid  off  all  his  debts.  As  late  as  1710 

he  Sed  it^VhV11^'  thS  12nd  in  Anesbur^  Lionel   abovl  when 
ne  deeded  it  to  his  eldest  son,  Edward. 

Nanturk-t  22  r;3asf  ,+that  Edw^d  Cottle,  oenior  chose  to    t 
with  a  n Vil  TiGft  Af SbUry  appearS  t0  ^ve 'been  his  friendship 
with  a neighbor  Thomas  Macy,  who  was  also  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Salisbury  "new  towne".  While  the  Puritan  fathers  aro 

eaS3ySmad  °ihaVv-,COmt  K  ?"?  En"land  "ror   ^eeS  tfwo^S  gS»,  they 
accord^,  to"  th  ^  ^   J"  ?assachusetts  God  must  be  worshipped 
in  Bott~nn  iSrf*™  ^f65^  the  Congregational  Church  authorities 
Snf  u   ° \     d  tl^m<mth-     ^ger  Williams  withdrew  to  Rhode  Island 
Anne  Hutchinson  and  her  followers  were  driven  out,  Thomas  HooSr  led 


his  followers  to  Connecticut  because  of  differences  of  religious  and 
political  beliefs.   But  the  outsiders  that  were  treated  most  severely 
by  the  Congregational  hierarchy  were  the  Quakers.  Two  of  these  Quakers 
from  England  ventured  into  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  and  in  Salisbury 
were  given  shelter  in  a  rain  storm  by  Thomas  Liacy.  Soon  after  they 
left  their  temporary  shelter,  these  two  men,  Thomas  Robinson  of  London 
and  Marmaduke  Stephenson  of  Yorkshire,  were  arrested  and  on  December  27, 
1659,  were  executed  by  hanging  for  the  heinous  crime  "of  supporting  the 
Christian  principle  as  believed  in  by  the  people  called  Quakers." 
For  his  protection  of  these  two  Quakers  Thomas  Liacy  was  persecuted  by 
the  authorities.  T0  escape  this  persecution  he  joined  with  Tristram 
Coffin  (another  Cottle  ancestor),  Christian  Hussey,  and  six  others  in 
purchasing  a  large  part  of  Nantucket  Island.  They  paid  Matthew  kayhev/ 
,=^30  and  "two  bever  hats,  one  for  myself  and  one  for  my  wife"  and 
promised  to  pay  the  Indian  sachem  what  he  required  for  a  neck  of  land. 
The  Indians  sold  on  March  1?,  166U,  f or<£  26  almost  all  of  the  rest  of 
the  island.  This  is  an  example  of  a  fair  and  honorable  method  of 
obtaining  land  from  the  Indian  owners  and  the  result  was  an  unbroken 
peace  on  the  island  between  the  two  races.  There  was  even  inter- 
marriage between  them.   In  fact,  Edward  Cottle's  son,  Edward,  married 
on  Martha's  Vineyard,  a.  half-breed,  granddaughter  of  an  Indian  sachem. 
In  one  of  the  small  boats  built  on  the  Merrimac,  Thomas  Macy  appears 
to  have  sailed  across  Massachusetts  Bay,  around  the  tip  of  Cape  Cod  -and  across 
forty  miles"  of  open  sea  to  Nantucket,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  to  the  island  then  owned  by  Hew  York,  at 
first  under  the  Dutch  and  later  the  English.   Here  on  Nantucket 
Island  Macy  and  the  others  brought  about  not  only  a  lasting  peace 
between  whites  and  Indians  but,  until  the  island  finally  became  a  part 
of  Massachusetts,  complete  religious  freedom.  There  were  at  first 
no  ministers  or  churches  owned  by  the  towns.   Later  the  Quakers  driven 
out  of  other  parts  of  Massachusetts  came  in  and  established  the  first 
church  and  built  the  first  meeting  house. 

It  seems  likely  that  from  some  of  the  proceeds  of  the  £.  80 
mortgage  on  his  home  property  Edward  Cottle  made  a  trip  to  Nantucket 
to  see  how  Thomas  Macy  was  getting  on  and  to  decide  whether  he  wished 
to  move  his  ov/n  family  there.   He  seems  to  have  been  pleased  with 
the  conditions  he  found  for  he  returned  to  Amesbury  to  sell  his  land 
and  settle  his  affairs  there.   Before  matters  were  settled  he  appears 
to  have  returned  to  Nantucket  to  make  final  arrangements  to  receive 
his  family.   It  appears  from  the  Court  Records  that  soon  after 
March  29,  1669,  the  wife  of  Edward  Cottle  and  six  or  seven  children 
made  the  difficult  boat  trip  to  Nantucket.   Samuel  Bickford  had 
married  Mary  Cottle  and  had  helped  in  all  the  final  events  at  Amesbury. 
He  and  Mary  Cottle  and  their  children  also  appear  to  have  removed 
to  Nantucket  with  Judith  Cottle  and  her  family. 

One  of  Edward  Cottle's  children,  Elizabeth,  five  years  old, 
did  not  go.  An  item  in  the  Court  Records,  quot.:d  in  Hoppin's  book  on 
Page  hh9, tells  the  story:   "Court  held  at  Salisbury,  April  27,  1670: 
Ordered  that  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Cottle,  should  live  with 
Thomas  Barnett,  Senior,  of  Almesbury,  until  she  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  when  he  should  give  her  a  suit  of  apparel.   If  her 
parents  send  for  her  before  she  is  eighteen,  she  is  to  be  deliv^r?d 
to  them  in  case  they  pay  meet  recompense  to  said  Barrett."  Whether 
Elizabeth  ever  followed  her  parents  to  Nantucket,  we  have  no  information. 


We  know  very  little  about  Edward  Cottle's  life  in  Nantucket 
except  that  at  least  four  of  his  children  were  born  there.  The  birth 
of  James,  our  ancestor,  is  not  mentioned  in  Nantucket  records  and 
Hoppins  and  Banks  differ  on  the  date  of  his  birth.  Hoppin  says  that 
he  was  born  in  1678  on  the  mainland  while  the  family  was  there  temporarily 
but  Banks  gives  the  date  of  his  birth  about  1668,  probably  in  Nantucket. 

Edward  Cottle  bought  no  land  in  Nantucket  as  this  island  is 
said  by  Hoppin  to  be  ill  adapted  to  farming  and  he  assumes  that  Thomas 
Macy  who  had  become  a  power  in  Nantucket  was  able  to  see  that  Edward 
could  rent  all  the  land  he  wished.  Leantime  the  sea  doubtless  furnished 
much  of  the  food  for  Edward  Cottle  and  his  family  as  it  always  has  done 
for  dwellers  on  Nantucket. 

After  less  than  ten  years  on  Nantucket,  something  drew 
Edward  Cottle  to  leave  the  friendly  atmosphere  of  this  island  and 
take  his  family  across  the  treacherous  seas  off  the  south  coast  of 
Cape  Cod  to  a  place  called  "Mannamoiett".  This  appears  to  be  the 
island  of  Konarnoy  off  the  harbor  of  Chatham.  The  land  could  not  have 
been  better  for  farming  and  the  Cottles  stayed  not  more  than  four 
years.  Here  occurred  one  very  unpleasant  incident.  Edward  Cottle 
obtained  occupancy  of  a  house  and  land,  with  a  view  to  purchase  from 
the  owner,  a  William  Nickerson.  A  certain  Timothy  Hedges  came  to 
Cottle  and  one  or  two  other  tenants  on  Nickerson 's  land  and  tried  to 
eject  them.   He  involved  the  Cottles,  husband  and  wife,  and  others  in 
controversy.  One  of  the  days  on  which  this  contentious  discussion 
occurred  was  a  Sunday.  William  Nickerson  sued  Hedges  for  one  thousand 

pounds  "by  defaming  the  title  of  the  land and  moreover  he  had  taken 

it  upon  himself  to  warn  (the  occupants)  from  their  habitation,  telling 

them  it  was  his and  advised  them  not  to  pay  to  said  William 

Nickerson  for  they  should  not  enjoy  it."  (Court  Records)  The  suit 
was  settled  and  the  Cottles  remained  on  the  property,  but  in  the 
following  March  it  was  disclosed  that  some  one,  probably  Hedges,  had 
registered  a  legal  complaint  against  the  Cottles  and  the  others.  The 
accused  were  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Court  in  Plymouth,  sixty 
miles  overland  from  Mannamoiett.  The  Court  Records  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Plymouth  read:   "Att  the  Court  of  His  Ma 'tie  Held  at  Plymouth, 
the  fift  of  March  Anno  Dom.  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seaventy  and 
seaven:  Edward  Cottle  and  his  wife  of  Mannamoiett,  for  prophaning  the 
Sabbath  by  quarreling,  fined  forty  shillings,  silver  money,  or  to  be 
whipt"  (if  the  fine  ./as  not  paid).   The  others  involved  were  likewise 
fined but  not  Hedges. 

That  Edward  Cottle  returned  temporarily  to  the  freer  air  of 
Nantucket  is  shown  by  the  following  in  the  town  reports  already  referred 
to:   "Dorothy  Cottle  died  ye  first  day  of  October,  1681."  We  have  already 
discussed  the  question  as  to  whether  Dorothy  was  a  daughter  or  a  second 
wife  and  shall  refer  again  to  Dorothy  in  giving  a  list  of  Edward 
Cottle's  children.  A  new  member  of  his  family  seems  to  have  influenced 
Edward  Cottle  in  his  next  move.   John  Hillman  had  become  a  settler  of 
Tisbury  or  Martha1 s  Vineyard  between  1675  and  1679  and  in  1679  had 
moved  to  Nantucket.   Here  he  had  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Edward 
Cottle.   It  seems  probable  that  it  was  Hillman's  influence  that  induced 
Edward  Cottle  to  move  his  family  to  Martha's  Vineyard  and  settle  in 
Tisbury.  There  is  some  doubt  and  discrepancy  as  to  the  year.   Both 
Hoppin  and  Banks  say  it  was  1680, yet  the  record  mentioned  above 
seems  to  indicate  that  Edward  Cottle  was  in  Nantucket  October  1,  1681 
However,  the  records  of  Tisbury  show  that  he  was  called  a "freeholder" 
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of  that  town  in  1683.   He  was  chosen  one  of  a  committee  to  procure  a 
new  charter  in  1687  and  to  divide  the  proprietor's  lands  in  1688. 
He  was  chosen  a  fence  viewer  in  1688,  a  constable  in  1689,  and  a 
surveyor  of  the  highways  in  1699.  Thus  he  quickly  became  an  active 
participant  in  the  civic  life  of  Tishury  just  as  he  had  in  Salisbury 
and  he  had  apparently  not  done  in  Nantucket. 

Where  he  lived  before  1688  is  not  known  but  in  that  year 
he  bought  of  Thomas  Mayhew  the  eastern  half  of  the  home  lot  of  a 
Josiah  Standish,  consisting  of  twenty-four  acres,  owned  in  1911  by 
the  heirs  of  the  late  Henry  L.  Whiting.  It  is  probable  that  this  had 
been  the  site  of  his  residence  for  some  years  prior  to  his  buying  the 
land.  This  is  "the  small  settlement  at  ye  town  of  Tisbury,  Duke's 
County"  referred  to  in  the  deed  of  1710  referred  to  above.  This  he  sold 
to  his  son  John  in  1700.  Soon  after  "award  Cottle  went  to  live  with 
his  son  James,  our  ancestor,  on  the  Sound  in  Chilmark  about  five  miles 
south/rest  of  the  Standish  farm. 

Meantime  Edward  Cottle,  Junior,  the  oldest  son  had  lnarried 
Esther  Daggett,  half-breed  and  daughter  of  Alice  Sisseton,  called  the 
island  Pocohontas.  Alice  was  daughter  of  Thomas  Sisseton,  a  sagamore 
of  Sanchacantacket.  Her  daughters,  Alice  and  Esther,  had  territory 
granted  to  them  by  several  sachems — their  relatives.  Edward  Cottle, 
Junior,  was  the  first  person  who  lived  at  Onkaw,  now  the  western  part 
of  Oak  Bluffs,  the  ancient  inheritance  of  Alice  Sisseton.  This  region 
is  now  known  as  Eastville.   It  is  probable  that  he  was  the  only  resident 
of  the  English  race  for  twenty-five  years  and  he  was  surrounded  by  the 
Indians  of  the  Sanchacantacket  tribe,  of  -which  his  children  were 
quadroons. 

I  do  not  know  just  where  John  Hillman  and  Samuel  Bickford 
lived  but  as  Martha's  Vineyard  is  only  nineteen  miles  long  and  not 
more  than  five  miles  wide  at  any  point,  Edward  Cottle  and  his  children 
with  the  possible  exception  of  Elizabeth  who  had  been  left  at  Amesbury 
were  all  within  easy  visiting  distance  of  each  other.  Moreover,  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  line  to  which  we  belong  through  James  all 
continued  to  live  on  the  island  for  five  generations  and  found  their 
wives  and  husbands  from  other  Island  families. 

On  the  Standish  property  which  John  Cottle  bought  of  his 
father  in  1688  was  located  on  Old  Mill  River  an  old  mill,  A  jingle 
which  Hoppin  quotes  indicates  that  at  least  two  of  the  boys  went  into 
the  mill  business: 

The  Cottle  boys,  they  ran  a  mill; 

Sometime  it  went,  sometimes  stood  still; 

And  when  it  went,  it  made  no  noise, 

Because  'twas  run  by  the  Cottle  boys. 

For  the  account  of  the  thirty  years  of  Edward  Cottle's  life 
on  Martha's  Vineyard,  we  get  the  material  from  Banks's  History  of 
Martha's  Vineyard  and  the  account  is  without  most  of  the  incident  and 
color  that  Hoppin  puts  into  his  story  of  the  first  thirty  years  in 
Amesbury,  Nantucket,  and  Mannamoiett,   How  ver  in  Volume  I,  page  80, 
Dr.  Banks  tells  of  one  incident  that  indicates  that  Edward  Cottle  still 
possessed  the  same  independence  of  character  that  he  showed  earlier 
at  "Salisbury  new  towne"  and  Mannamoiett.  To  quote  Banks:  "Edward 
Cottle  dissented  from  a  vote  to  call  Mr.  Josias  Toary  (Torrey)  as 
minister  to  Tisbury,  probably  on  account  of  his  years  (only  twenty-one)". 


CHILDREN  OF  EDWARD  COTTLE. 

Born  in  Salisbury  or  Amesbury  to  Edward  and  Judith  Cottle: 

1.  Edward,  born  January  17,  1651-2;  died  April  15,  1653. 

2.  Mary,  born  November  1,  1653;  married  Samuel  3ickford. 

3.  Benjamin,  born  March  2,  1655;  probably  died  young,  unmarried. 
k.     Sarah,  born  March,  1657;  no  further  record. 

5.  Judith,  born  March  5,  1659;  died  young 

6.  Hannah,  born  about  l66l;  married  John  Hillman. 

7.  Elizabeth,  born  April  19,  1663;  bound  out  to  Thomas  Barnott. 

8.  Edward,  born  September  28,  1666;  married  (l)  Esther.  Daggett. 
(She  was  a  half-breed  Indian,  daughter  of  Joseph 

Daggett  by  his  Indian  wife,  Alice  Sisseton,  daughter 
of  the  Sachem  of  Sanehacantacket ) ;  married  (2)  Abigail 
Allen,  cf  Dartmouth. 

Born  in  Nantucket  or  Monnamoiett: 

9.  James,  born  about  1668; :  married  Elizabeth  Look. 
Banks  gives  1668  as  the  year  of  birth  and  place 
probably  Nantucket.   Hoppin  places  his  birth  as  1678, 
probably  at  Monnamoiett. 

Bornaat  Nantucket  to  Edward  and  Judith(or  Dorothy): 

10.  Judith,  born  April  13,  1670;  no  further  record 

11.  Lydia,  born  May  17,  lo72;  no  further  record 

12.  Ann,  born  March.  3,  1672-3;  married  Isaac  Robinson. 

13.  John,  born  Sept.  7,  1675;  married  Jane  Lcok 

Banks  and  Hoppin  are  agreed  as  to  the  above  thirteen  chixaren,  although 
they  differ  as  to  year  and  place  of  the  birth  of  James. 

111.  Samuel,  born  1676-7:  living  in  Tisbury  1685;  deceased  ii  1698. 
Above  data  on  Samuel  are  from  Banks.  He  is  not  mentioned 
by  Hoppin. 

There  are  two  other  possible  children: 

f^     A»  Ezra.  He  is  not  mentioned  by  Banks.  Ho,  pin  writes: 
"There  was  another  son,  born  probably  in  1668.   (The 
year  Banks  mentions  for  the  birth  of  James . )  This  birth 
is  not  recorded  seemingly  because  in  that  year  his  father 
moved  from  iiassachusetts  (to  Nantucket  then  in  New  York- 
Province).  Ezra  Cottle  returned  to  Amesbury  and  married 
in  Newbury  July  6,  1695,  Mary  Woodbridge ,  and  had  issue 
in  Newbury."  In  the  absence  of  reliable  records  it  seems 
likely  to  the  writer  of  this  sketch  (Henry  E.  Cottle) 
that  Ezra,  living  his  life  and  marrying  in  Newbiiry,  was 
from  the  line  of  William  Cottle  who  lived  there  and  not 
that  of  Edward  Cottle.  Moreover  Banks  seems  the  more 
relicible  authority  for  the  latter  part  of  Edward  Cottle's 
life  and  he  gives  James  as  the  son  born  to  Edward  in  1668. 
B.  Dorothy. 

Banks  writes:  "A  Dorothy  Cottle  died  at  Nantucket, 
October  1,  1681,  who  may  have  been  a  daughter  or  his 
second  wife,"  (History  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Vol.  II, 
page  107).   Hoppin  is  inclined  to  b^liev^  that  she  was 
his  second  wife,  accepting  a  private  record,  the  William 
C.  r'olger  Manuscript  at  the  Nantucket  Historical 
Association,  which  names^orothy  as  the  mother  of  all 
Edward  bottle's  children  born  at  Nantuckut.  There  is  no 
record  anywhere  of  a  second  marriage  or  the  birth  of 
Dorothy,  a  daughter. 
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OUR  EDWARD  COTTLE  LINE 

Introduction 

After  Edward  Cottle  settled  on  Martha's  Vineyard  about  1680, 
for  six  generations,  over  a  period  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  his  descendants  in  our  line  remained  on  the  Vineyard,  married 
into  Vineyard  families,  and  raised  their  children  on  the  Island.   It 
was  the  children  of  George  Dunham  Cottle  (my  grandfather)  of  the 
seventh  generation  who  began  the  movement  away  from  the  Vineyard.   Of 
his  ten  children,  five  continued  to  live  on  the  Island,  but  the  other 

five  went  "off  Island",  one  to  Wisconsin,  one  to  Minnesota,  one  to 
Rhode  Island,  one  to  Massachusetts,  and  one  to  California.  Of  the 
next  generation,  the  children  of  those  still  living  on  the  Vineyard 
almost  all  moved  away.  The  Edward  Cottle  descendants  were  spread  wide 
over  the  continent.  The  fifth  and  sixth  generations  had  sailed  the 
Seven  Seas  for  whales  and  enough  money  to  retire  on.  Of  the  seventh 
generation,  all  but  one  of  George  Dunham's  four  sons  and  four  of  his 
son's-in-law  followed  the  sea  for  one  or  more  voyages.  With  the  waning 
of  the  whaling  industry,  however,  the  Vineyard  lost  its  hold  on  its 
sons. 

First  Generation 

Edward- 1-C  ott le 

Born:   about  1628,  in  .Viltshiro,  England. 

Died:   1710,  in  Chilmark,  Mass. 

Married:   (l)  Judith — in  either  England  or  Salisbury,  Mass. 

(2)  perhaps — Dorothy  (?) 
Occupation:  farmer 
Resided:   1650-1668 — Salisbury  and  Amssbury,  Mass. ; 

1668- 1676 — Nantucket;  I676-I68O — Mannamoiett  and  a 

brief  return  to  Nantucket j  1680-1710 — Martha's  Vineyard  at 

Tisbury  and  his  last  years  in  Chilmark. 
Children:  1U  or  16  as  given  above. 

Second  Generation 

James- 2-Cottle 

Born:  probably  about  1668,  in  Nantucket. 

Died:   living  in  17U2;  will  dated  Aug.  6,  1639,  and  probated  Oct.  1750. 

Married:  Elizabeth  Look  -3-,  daughter  of  Thomas  -2-  Look  (Thomas-1-)  and 
Elizabeth- 2*Buttk&r,  daughter  of  George-1-  Bunker  and  Jane 
Godfrey,  of  Nantucket.   Elizabeth  Look  Cottle  was  born 
November  28,  167$,  and  was  living  in  17U2. 

Occupation:  husbandman  (farmer)  and  cordwainer  (shoemaker) 

Resided:  Chickemmoo  (part  of  Chilmark  until  1736) 

Children:  four  boys  and  three  girls. 
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Third  Generation 

John-3-Cottle 

Born:  1696,  probably  in  Chickemmoo. 

Died:  Aug.  21,  1793,  in  his  97th  year,  in  Chiimark. 


Married:  (1)  December  3,  1717^  Mary-3-West,  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas-2-   (^^JJc^^uX 

ithr^laat  name  unknown).  T~k-cvv\<jU2- .  1  ,  V  Q  fl  '    / 
Dr.  Thomas  West  was  the  first  practitioner  of  medicine        \uJ\JM-4W' 


West  (Francis-1-)  aid  Elizabt 


on  Martha's  Vineyard.  Mary  West  G0ttle  was  born  1692  and 

died  May  11,  177U,  in  Tisbury  or  Chiimark,  She  was  the  mother 

of  his  children. 

(2)  Mary ,  born  before  1729  and  died  Feb.  23,  1817. 

Occupation:  ferryman  to  Wood's  Hole  in  17U1. 

Resided:  removed  to  Chiimark  before  1790  and  lived  at  Lambert's  Gove. 

Children:  two  girls  and  one  boy. 


Fourth  Generation 

Shubael-U-Cottle 

Born:   about  April  1U,  1723,  Chickemmoo, 

Died:  October  16,  1808  Tisbury. 

Married:   (1)  November  8,  17'Uh,  Amy- k-  .Allen,  daughter  of  Sanruel-3- 
Allen  (James-2-,  Samuel- l-)ard  Mary-3-Tilton  (Samuel- 2-, 
William- 1-).  Amy  Allen  Cottle  was  born  in  1711,  and  died 
May  11  (or  6),  1780.  She  was  mother  of  all  his  children 

(2)  November  23,  17 80,  Mrs.  Catherine  (Allen)  Boardman, 
widow  of  Rev.  Andrew  Boardman.  She  was  born  November  19,  1727, 
and  died  November  2,  1802. 

(3)  June  9,  1803,  Mrs.  Mary  (Allen)  Tilton  Alien,  widow  of 
Samuel  Tilton  and  Robert  Allen. 

No  data  as  to  the  relation  of  Katherine  and  Mary  to  Amy. 

Occupation:  miller  and  inn-holder. 

Resided:  Chickemmoo.  He  removed  to  Industry,  Maine,  where  he  lived 
for  several  years  and  held  office  as  Justice  of  Peace.  He 
returned  to.  Tisbury  about  1800  and  died  there. 

Children:   two  boys  and  two  girls. 

Fifth  Generation 

Edmund- 5-Cottle 

Born:  November  17,  17U5,  probably  Chickemmoo. 

Died:  November  9,  1809,  Tisbury. 

Married:   (1)  April  5,  1768,  Jemima  Dunham.  She  *\ras  born  in  Tisbury, 
January  1,  1753,  and  died  there  November  lli,  1789. 
(2)  July  18,  1790,  in  Tisbury  Margaret  Dunham.  'She  was  born 
about  1767  and  died  May  13,  I83U.  They  were  sisters  and 
daughters  of  Shubael-5-Dunham  (Cornelius-U-.  Jonathan- 3-, 
Jonathan- 2-,  and  Deacon  John-1-)  and  Lydia-U-Chase,  (Joseph-3-, 
Isaac- 2-,  and  Thomas-1-)  Thomas  Chase  was  a  brother  of 
Aquila-1-  Chase  who  was  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  Jilla  Louise 
Chase  Cottle  (my  wife). 

Occupation:  master  mariner,  later  trader. 

Resided:  in  Tisbury 

Children:  by  Jemima,  two  girls  and  five  boys;  by  Margaret,  four  girls 
and  one  boy,  George  Dunham  Cottle. 
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Sixth  Generation 

George-6-Dunham  Cottle. 

Born:  toarch  1,  1801,  in  Tisbury 

Died:  1880,  in  Chilmark 

Married:  July  26,  1818,  in  Tisbury,  Margaret  (or  Peggy)  "aldron, 
daughter  of  Robert-3-( Joshua- 2-,  Thomas-1-)"  .Waldron ,  and 
Peggy-5-Luce  (Enoch-U-,  Shubaol-3-,  Robert-2-,  Henry~l-). 
She  was  born  April  19,  1800,  in  ChiLmark. 

Occupation:  sea  captain  and  later  farmer. 

Resided:  in  Chilmark 

Seventh  Generation 

Children  of  George  Dunham  and  Margaret  Cottle 

1.  Catherine,  born  Dec.  13,  1819;  died  about  18U8;  married  Nov.  16, 
1837,  Charles  Luce. 

2.  William,  ^orn  June  16,  1821;  died  Nov.  23,  1893;  married  May  28,  18U8, 
Julia  Look.   Lived  in  North  Tisbury.  Sea  captain  and  farmer. 

3.  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  h,   1823;  died  Jan.  20,  190$,  in  Sheboygan,  Wis. j 
married  May  21,  18U0,  Arvin  L.  Weeks,  of  Manchester,  N.  H.  He  was 
architect  and  builder  in  Sheboygan,  "/is. 

h.  Jane  Mayhew,  born  ^arch  23,  1826;  married  July  20,  I81r5,  Alfred  Look, 
sea  captain.  They  lived  in  North  Tisbury.   He  was  lost  at  sea. 

5.  ueorge  B. ,  born  June  17,  1830;  died  in  1859;  married  Sarah  Atherton. 
He  was  mate  on  a  whaling  ship. 

6.  Almira,  born  L331;  married  March  21,  18^7,  in  Chilmark*  Augustus 
Holmes,  of  Hanover,  N.  H.  They  moved  to  Minnesota  and  had  a  farm 
at  Windham. 

7.  Ann  Foster,  born  Jan.  29,  1833;  married  Charles  L.  Norton,  widower 
and  sea  captain.  They  lived  in  Providence,  R.  I.       aiO/IOOC 

8.  Margaret,  born  Feb.  11,  1837;  married  Andrew  Hillman.   He  was  a 
seaman  and  captain  of  Martha's  Vineyard. 

9.  Edmund,  born  Jan.  lh,  1330,  in  Chilmark;  died,  Nov.  27,  1919,  in 
Randolph,  Mass.,  married  Dec.  1,  186U,  in  Randolph,  Harriet 
Augusta  Belcher.  He  was  a  teacher,  salesman,  manufacturer, 

and  landlord's  agent.   He  lived  in  Randolph,  Mass.  He  was         gv 
Second  Lieutenant  in  Co.  D,  Uth  Mass.  Vols,  in  Civil  War.  -L.fkM^,7  Co^^~ 
10.   Jethro  VJaldron,  born  July  2,  18U2;  married  ^osa .   He  was  for        CJ^^-^A 

a  short  time  a  sailor  and  later  a  fruit  grower  in  Sonoma  County, 

California. 

Note:  The  above  material  has  been  collected  and  compiled  by  Henry  E.  -8- 
Cottle,  115  Stearns  °treet,  Bristol,  Conn.  If  a  reader  discovers 
errors  or  can  supply  missing  dates  or  material,  the  above  will  welcome 
corrections  or  additions.  Ihe  compiler  will  be  very  glad  to  furnish 
additional  information  from  his  rather  extensive  notes  upon  request. 
He  will  also  gladly  furnish  material  on  the  8th,  9th,  and  perhaps 
10th  generations  and  information  about  the  Looks,  Dunhams,  Wests, 
and  other  "-.vives'  linos". 


I'M*..  P-vw^iX- 

L^  'iJU^^y    «Xyl^      ^—     ^~t^-     l*^—<^   J^O^-y^  ^ 

^^yy^JZ^.   XJt^JC  »Lju   SV^*-^  U^Aj^-  L^J^~   C^^Jt-J^J, 

lk«~J  C*aaU,  cP  /— ^  ^o  ^i_  ^-a  £r^^ 

A^u_c*-^<-'  /L-^^<-y2_    ^Ji-w.  O^JL^.  A-<rv^    Laj—cu^.  £.r\n^j—   o^-^~cA^  o*-*>-*-~— 
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October  U,    1950 
60  fall  Street 
Koom  1610 
lew  lork  5,  I.  X. 

■r.  Henry  E.  Cottle 
115  Stearns  Street 
Bristol,  Connecticut 

Dear  Mr.  Cottle: 

I  have  just  had  the  opportunity  to  read  your  "Edward  Cottle, 
Emigrant",  which  you  so  kind  sent  to  me  recently. 

Hone  of  the  individuals  appearing  in  it  connect  with  either 
ay  wife's  or  ay  own  line.  nevertheless,  I  have  found  it  most  enjoy- 
able ^nd  informative. 

I  was  particularly  interested  in  the  unbelievable  attitude 
of  the  Congregational  Church  toward  Quakers. 

lou  did  not  state  whether  or  not  you  intended  the  copy  for 
ae.   I  hope  so.   If  not,  I'll  return  it  at  your  request. 

There  seems  to  be  another  approach  to  the  solution  of  the 
identity  of  the  Dorothy  Cottle  who  d.  Hantuuket  1  Oct.  1681.   Possibly 
she  was  a  dau.  or  the  wife  of  William-'-  Cottle  who  went  to  Nantucket  to 
live  -with  (her  uncle?)  Edaard.   Perhaps  the  oaf  inclined  toward  Qu&cker- 
isa,  which  might  account  for  her  goiag.   In  any  eveut,  Wiliiaa  had  d. 
in  1668,  leaving  a  wife  ..nd  ch.  whe         you  do  not  list. 

If  this  interpretation  is  correct,  Banks  .nd  Hoppin  could  have 
been  correct  in  stating  that  Edv,  .rd  reu.  to  Martha's  Vineyard  in  1680, 
Dorothy  having  remained  in  Nantucket.   I  notice,  froia  your  marginal 
aotation,  that  iz~a2f  whom  tioppin  c.j.113  ->on  o£   Ed*  ru,  is  iho-n  by 
Savage  as  a  son  of  Williaa1. 

Xou  should  be  well  pleased  o/^r  fea«  job  yod1 ve  done.   I  p  r- 
ticularly  congratulate  you  on  your  good  taste  in  refraining,  froa 
setting  your  anc3stors  on  the  ridiculous  oedoatal  borrowed  for  the 
occasion  by  so  many  in  writing  of  their  progenitors.   But  -aostly,  I 
envy  you  your  flowing  and  readable  style  of  iriti 

Coi^idl}  yoiiis, 


Ptul  ft.  Prindle 


.  r  .1  . 
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